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MINING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2013 
Receipt and First Reading 

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Peter Collier (Leader of the House) on behalf of Hon 
Ken Baston (Minister for Agriculture and Food), read a first time. 

Second Reading 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.24 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time.  

The purpose of the bill is to make amendments to the Mining Act 1978 and the Mining Rehabilitation Fund Act 
2012 to facilitate greater transparency by the Department of Mines and Petroleum, streamline the environmental 
approvals processes and strengthen compliance with the legislation. Over the last four years, the Western 
Australian government has implemented substantial improvements in reforming the approvals processes. These 
reforms were in the context of the state government’s priority to improve the approvals process for new business 
activities and have been well supported by stakeholders. 

The bill forms part of the first tranche of amendments from the reforming environmental regulation program 
commenced by my predecessor Hon Norman Moore and chaired by Hon Cheryl Edwardes being implemented 
by DMP and will assist in meeting the government’s 2013 election commitments. In particular, it will support 
the implementation of the mining rehabilitation fund, prior to the commencement of the mandatory levy in July 
2014. The ongoing RER program is addressing the delivery of DMP’s environmental approvals and compliance 
processes and its interface with other regulators to remove duplication. The implementation of this program 
aligns with, and complements, approvals reform by other state and commonwealth agencies, and at the whole-of-
government level. 

Key elements of the bill: The proposed amendments fall within four discrete areas: first, facilitating 
environmental data release; second, simplifying environmental approval authorisation processes; third, 
streamlining issue of notices under the MRF act; and, fourth, enabling recovery of MRF money in some 
circumstances. 

I will now turn to the main provisions of the bill. A key aim of the bill is to facilitate environmental data release. 
Transparency of decision-making and environmental performance is important in building public confidence in 
the environmental regulatory system and the industry more broadly. This is particularly the case when decisions 
and environmental performance relate to public assets. DMP currently receives around 3 000 mining-related 
proposals each year, and only around 1 000 of these are made publicly available in some form—mining 
proposals, some mine closure plans and parts of annual environmental reports. The MRF act, which commenced 
on 1 July 2013, requires clearance and rehabilitation data for approximately 20 000 tenements to be submitted to 
DMP annually from 1 July 2014. However, there are no specific provisions in the act about the public release of 
data. 

The bill will amend the Mining Act to allow regulations to be made to release environmental data. DMP will 
retain the discretion not to release data when there are commercial, confidentiality or other considerations. DMP 
will be consulting closely with industry and the community on the detail of the proposed regulations. The bill 
will also amend the MRF act to enable assessment information and mining tenement rehabilitation liability data 
to be released. The bill also contains provisions to simplify environmental approval authorisation processes, to 
update references to specific position holders and to overcome the requirement for future amendments when 
position details change. Further efficiency gains will be made by the proposal to streamline the issue of notices 
under the MRF act when mining tenements have more than one holder. In relation to a mining tenement with 
more than one tenement holder, the bill will remove the need to issue MRF assessment and other notices to each 
liable person and, instead, enable the holders to nominate a single point of contact for MRF notices. 

Further amendments are proposed to the MRF act to enable the recovery of fund money. The purpose of the 
MRF act is to secure adequate ongoing funds for the state to rehabilitate land affected by mining operations, 
when the original operator does not fulfil its mine rehabilitation and closure obligations. It establishes a pooled 
industry fund that will initially reduce and, over time, eliminate the state’s unfunded liability for abandoned mine 
site rehabilitation. Currently, the MRF act does not include any provisions to allow the state government to 
recover the costs incurred by the MRF in undertaking rehabilitation work that the mine site operator has not 
undertaken. The bill will address this issue by minimising the potential for mine site operators to avoid bearing 
the costs of rehabilitation. The amendment to the MRF act will allow money that has been paid from the fund to 
rehabilitate an abandoned mine site to be recovered from the person responsible for carrying out the work. 
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Conclusion: This bill achieves amendments that are administrative in nature and will not adversely affect the 
day-to-day operations of tenement holders. However, it will deliver benefits to the government, community and 
industry. These are consistent with the government’s approvals reform strategy and the principles of best 
practice environmental regulation—accountable, transparent, predictable, proportional and targeted.  

Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does 
this bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the 
commonwealth. 

I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 

[See paper 1112.]  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 5.30 pm 
__________ 
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